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BOROUGH  OF  WATFORD 


Health  Department. 

Town  Hall, 

WATFORD 
6th  October.  1959 

TO  THE  WORSHIPFULL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 

N» 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1958 

The  principal  vital  statistics  are  set  out  in  tabular  form  and  present  certain  inter¬ 
esting  features.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  fallen  considerably  compared  with  that  for 
the  year  1957  In  my  last  report  I  was  able  to  explain  the  unusually  high  figure  of  infant 
deaths  for  that  year  and  pointed  out  that  it  is  the  aggregate  of  still  births  and  deaths  during 
the  first  week  of  life  which  make  up  the  major  proportion  of  infant  deaths  It  is  recorded  for 
the  first  time  as  the  peri -natal  mortality  rate  Thus  expressed  it  will  be  seen  to  be  just 
slightly  higher  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  comparatively  light  There  were  567 
cases  of  measles  during  the  year,  but  in  the  last  two  years  the  biennial  trend  which  this  disease 
usually  exhibits  has  been  less  marked  there  being  fewer  cases  in  1957  and  more  in  1958  than 
would  be  normally  expected  Only  nine  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the 
year  Although  vaccines  against  whooping  cough  have  been  available  for  many  years  it  is  only 
in  recent  times  that  their  efficacy  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  large  scale  trials  It  is 
estimated  that  about  50 °jo  of  Watford  infants  are  now  protected  against  whooping  cough  by 
vaccination  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  attribute  the  remarkably  low  incidence  of  whooping 
cough  during  the  year  to  this  fact 

No  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  Borough  since  1950. 

Although  only  two  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  a 
total  of  seventy -two  new  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  and  as  will  be  seen  from  a 
perusal  of  the  tables  the  notifications  again  emphasise  the  trend  which  has  become  marked  in 
recent  years  of  a  relatively  high  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  males  in  the  fifth  and 
later  decades. 

Food  hygiene  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  work  of  the  department 
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and  as  will  be  seen  from  a  perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  your 
officers  have  pursued  an  active  campaign  during  the  year  Their  efforts  are  undoubtedly 
reflected  in  the  relatively  small  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning,  small  in  view  of  the  wide¬ 
spread  custom  of  "dining out"  which  has  now  become  an  established  feature  of  our  way  of  life 

The  fluoridation  of  the  Borough’ s  water  supply  has  now  been  in  operation  since  May, 

1956  The  fluoridation  plant  has  worked  very  satisfactorily  and  the  strict  routine  testing  of  the 
treated  water  supply  has  continued.  It  is  in  fact  quite  remarkable  how  closely  to  the  prescribed 
limits  the  fluoridation  apparatus  is  able  to  meter  out  the  fluoride  salts  into  the  supply  During 
the  year  the  World  Health  Organisation  issued  its  first  report  on  water  fluoridation.  This  com¬ 
prehensive  review  which  should  be  read  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  fluoridation 
states,  inter  alia,  that  the  effectiveness,  safety  and  practicability  of  fluoridation  as  a  caries  - 
preventive  measure  has  been  established  The  progressive  deterioration  which  has  occurred  in 
the  teeth  of  young  people  during  the  last  few  years  has  tended  to  emphasise  dental  caries  as  one 
of  the  most  important  public  health  problems  of  the  present  day.  At  a  time,  therefore,  when 
there  is  a  growing  realisation  of  the  sheer  physical  impossibility  of  the  declining  dental  man¬ 
power  to  cope  adequately  with  this  problem, interest  quickens  in  the  subject  of  fluoridation  and 
there  is  a  sense  of  growing  impatience  in  certain  quarters  at  inability  to  extend  fluoridation  on  a 
wider  scale  The  present  fluoridation  studies  in  Anglesey  Kilmarnock  and  Watford  are,  how¬ 
ever,  being  conducted  on  a  strictly  controlled  scientific  basis  and  we  must  patiently  await  their 
outcome  for  another  year  or  two 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  anti -poliomyelitis  inoculation  cam¬ 
paign  the  scheme  having  been  expanded  to  include  adults  up  to  the  age  of  25  and  groups  of  per¬ 
sons  at  special  risk  such  as  hospital  staffs  and  doctors.  Provision  was  also  made  for  3rd  injections. 
The  arrangements  have  proceeded  smoothly  and  efficiently  and  I  should  like  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  thanking  the  general  practitioners  for  the  valuable  help  they  have  given  and  continue  to 
give,  in  the  furtherance  of  this  campaign. 

We  were  sorry  to  lose  the  services,  by  retirement,  of  one  of  our  divisional  colleagues 
Dr.  Ward,  who,  prior  to  1948  was  a  member  of  the  Borough  Health  Department  staff,  gave  years 
of  devoted  service  to  the  young  children  of  Watford  and  she  will  long  be  remembered  with  grat¬ 
itude  by  the  mothers  in  this  area.  May  she  enjoy  a  long  and  happy  retirement 

I  conclude  my  report  by  paying  tribute  to  the  splendid  co-operative  efforts  of  the 
Health  Departmentteam  during  the  year.  [  also  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
especially  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Department  and  fox  the  encouraging  stimuli  which  they  give  us  from  time  to  time„ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  ALCOCK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  5,275 

Estimated  civilian  population  to  mid-year  1958  73,  350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated)  22,  51  5 

Rateable  value  at  L  4.  58  £1 ,403,708 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £6,0  00 


Number  of  Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

517 

507 

1,  024 

Illegitimate 

32 

32 

64  ' 

549 

539 

1,  088 

Number  of  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

18 

8 

26 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

19 

8 

27 

Total  number  of  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

1,115 

Total  number  of  Deaths 

884 

Causes  of  Death  of  Watford  Residents:- 

1958 

Total 

- 7— 

Male  Female 

1957 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  . .  . 

2 

2 

8 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  •  . 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  cough  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Menigococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . . 

- 

- 

3 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  .  . . 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

25 

17  8 

26 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

42 

37  5 

37 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  . 

10 

10 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  . 

4 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  103 

41  62 

91 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  .  .  . 

4 

2  2 

6 

Diabetes 

8 

3  5 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

101 

40  61 

91 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

138 

82  56 

114 

c/f. .  . 

438 

225  213 

398 

6 


Total 

1958 

Male 

Female 

1957 

b/f. . . 

438 

225 

213 

398 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

17 

4 

13 

17 

Other  heart  disease  •  -  •  •  -  • 

123 

34 

89 

124 

Other  circulatory  disease 

32 

17 

15 

34 

Influenza  *  •  •  •  ••• 

8 

2 

6 

10 

Pneumonia  •  •  •  •  *  • 

58 

29 

29 

47 

Bronchitis  •  •  • 

60 

39 

21 

39 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

9 

4 

5 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

6 

1 

8 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

1 

3 

6 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

5 

- 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

3 

2 

11 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

70 

30 

40 

51 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

5 

4 

11 

All  other  accidents  •  •  • 

28 

14 

14 

16 

Suicide  •  •  •  *  -  -  • • * 

10 

7 

3 

10 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

1 

884 

425 

459 

800 

Infantile  Deaths  (under  1  years) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

9 

17 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

10 

10 

20 

Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate.  1957  Watford  England 


and 


Wales 

Rates  per  1,  000  civilian  population 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

14.  8 

16.  4 

STILL  BIRTHS  (per  1.  000  total  live  and 

24.  2 

21.6 

still  birth) 

Death  Rate 

All  Causes 

12.1 

11.7 

Whooping  Cough 

0.  00 

0.  00 

Diphtheria 

0.  00 

0.  00 
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Watford 

England 

and 

Wales 

Influenza 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0,  11 

0.  05 

(inc„  Polioencephalitis) 

0.00 

0.  00 

Pneumonia 

0,.79 

0.  54 

Tuberculosis 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

0.03 

\ 

0  .10 

Lung  Bronchus 

0.57 

0,44 

Coronary  Disease 

Angina  Pectoris 

1 .  88 

1.  86 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  -  There  were 

no  maternal  deaths. 

(per  1,  000  total  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0„  00 

0,35 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0,00 

0.  08 

All  puerperal  Causes 

0.00 

0.43 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year) 

ALL  INFANTS  per  1,  000  live  births 

18.4 

22.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,  000 

Legitimate  live  births 

16  6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,  000 

46,  9 

Illegitimate  live  births 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

(deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks 

11. 9 

16  2 

per  L  000  live  births) 

Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  during  first  week  per  1.  000  live  births) 

11.  9 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  plus  deaths  during  first  week  per 

1.  000  total  live  and  still  births). 

35.9 

35.1 

PERCENTAGE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

5..  9 

4.  9 
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COMPARATIVE  RATES 


Watford 

England 

Watford 

England 

and 

and 

Wales 

Wales 

1958 

1958 

1957 

1957 

Biuh  Rate  (Live  Births) 

14.  8 

16.4 

14.  8 

16.1 

Death  Rate 

12.  1 

11.7 

11,0 

11,5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

18.4 

22.5 

26,  9 

23 .0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

0.  00 

0,43 

0.  00 

0.47 

REGISTERED  PREMATURE  INFANTS  -  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  BIRTH 

WEIGHT 


21bs  &  under  2-31bs 

3-41bs 

4-51bs 

5-5|lbs 

TOTAL 

Number 

- 

2 

2 

17 

22 

43 

Number  surviving  after  24  hours 

- 

- 

2 

17 

21 

40 

Number  surviving  after  8  days 

- 

- 

1 

17 

21 

39 

Number  surviving  at  4  weeks 

- 

- 

1 

17 

21 

39 

Prematurity  rate  of  4.  0°Jo  - 

6.  l°]o  1957 

- 

4.  6°Jo  1956 

- 

6,  3°Jo  1955 

• 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Prematurity 

5 

5 

6 

3  4 

2 

3 

5 

4 

Malformation 

5 

3 

6 

5  6 

5 

5 

7 

5 

Birth  injuries 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

- 

3 

2 

Collapse  of  lung 

2 

2 

3 

6  4 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

4 

6  2 

1 

4 

4 

2 

Other  diseases  of  infancy 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Infectious  disease 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

2 

Accidents 

- 

2 

3 

1  1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Not  traced 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

19 

26 

25  19 

14 

15 

29 

20 

Of  the  20  infants  death  occurring  in  1958,  11  died  within  24  hours,  2  were  less 
than  1  week  old  and  the  other  7  were  between  1  and  7  months  old. 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  was  therefore  11.  9  compared  with  19.  5  in  1957. 
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Sex  of  Infants 


The  sex  ratio  of  1,  019  boys  to  every  1,  000  girl  infants  is  lower  than  last  year. 


Illegitimate  Births  (per  1,  000  total  births) 


England  and  Wales 


Watford 


1939 

42 

50 

1944 

68 

72 

1945 

94 

95 

1946 

67 

66 

1947 

52 

58 

1948 

51 

52 

1949 

50 

56 

1950 

51 

36 

1951 

51 

49 

1952 

46 

49 

1953 

46 

43 

1954 

46 

56 

1955 

45 

56 

1956 

46 

52 

1957 

46 

37 

1958 

49 

59 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 


(1)  Public  Health  Lectures 

In  the  Spring  voluntary  organisations  in  the  town  were  asked  if  they  would  be 
interested  to  hear  lectures  on  public  health  subjects  by  members  of  the  Department. 

As  a  result  of  our  offer  to  address  audiences  in  the  town,  twenty -six  lectures  were 
given  by  speakers  from  the  department. 

(2)  Home  Safety 

The  Watford  Home  Safety  Committee  completed  its  first  year  of  existence. 

During  the  year  a  speakers’  panel  was  formed  and  single  speakers  and  an  "Any  Questions" 
team  have  addressed  audiences  on  the  subject  of  Home  Safety  in  various  parts  of  the 
town. 


In  addition  the  committee  organised  a  Home  Safety  Stand  with  the  theme  "Guard 
that  Fire”  in  the  Road  Safety  marquee  at  the  Whitsuntide  Carnival  in  Cassiobury  Park. 
Home  Safety  films  were  shown  and  competitions  were  held.  The  Mayor  subsequently 
presented  prizes  to  the  winners  of  these  competitions. 

The  Committee  also  took  part  in  the  National  "Guard  that  Fire"  Campaign  which 
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started  in  October,  1958.  The  aim  of  the  campaign  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  need  to  fix  guards  to  their  fires  of  all  types  One  of  the  results  of  the 
campaign  was  that  retailers  in  the  town  sold  three  times  as  many  fire  guards  in 
November  and  December,  1958  as  they  did  in  the  same  period  of  1957 

Laboratory  Services 

Provision  is  available  for  investigation  of  all  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  report  help  was  willingly 
given  when  it  was  necessary  to  investigate  small  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 


Section  47  (Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  oi  care  and  attention). 

Several  cases  were  investigated  but  no  legal  action  was  taken 
Section  50  (Burials) 

Arrangements  were  made  on  five  occasions  in  1957.  but  no  requests  for 
burial  were  received  in  1958. 

Below  are  set  out  the  birth  rates  and  principal  mortality  rates  from  1939.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  is  expressed  as  per  1,  000  registered  live -births  The  maternal 

mortality  rate  is  expressed  as  per  1,  000  live  and  still -births  registered  during  the  year 
under  review.  The  remaining  rates  are  per  1,  000  of  population. 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 

Cancer 

Death 

Rate 

1939 

15.3 

10.  7 

36. 1 

0  00 

0  57 

1  88 

1940 

15  1 

11.  7 

44.3 

5.  90 

0  59 

1.  35 

1941 

13.  8 

10.  9 

55  06 

0  90 

0  58 

1.62 

1942 

17.4 

10.  9 

28  4 

L  50 

0  56 

1  75 

1943 

16.  5 

12.4 

40.0 

1.  74 

0.  32 

1  75 

1944 

19.  7 

14.  8 

32.0 

3.69 

0  50 

1  59 

1945 

17.4 

11.6 

28.2 

0.  84 

0.  58 

2.  04 

1946 

18.6 

10. 1 

23.  3 

1  51 

0  36 

1.  68 

1947 

19.  6 

10.  8 

28  6 

0.69 

0  23 

1  94 

1948 

15.7 

10.  3 

24  2 

0  00 

0.  37 

1  81 

1949 

14  7 

10,  8 

18  5 

0  00 

0  36 

2.06 

1950 

13  9 

10,  8 

23  1 

0  00 

0.  24 

1  61 

1951 

14  0 

11,  4 

18  7 

0.00 

0.  22 

1  66 

1952 

14.  1 

11.  1 

25.  2 

0,  00 

0,  15 

1. 98 

1953 

13.3 

11.  9 

25.  9 

3  05 

0.  17 

1  90 

1954 

14.  0 

10.  5 

18  7 

2  89 

0.  05 

1  94 
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Year 

Birth 

rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 

Cancer 

Death 

Rate 

1955 

14.4 

11,5 

13.  4 

0.  00 

0  10 

2,06 

1956 

14.  9 

11.  1 

13.  9 

0.  00 

0,22 

2.  01 

1957 

14.  8 

11.0 

26.  9 

0.  00 

0.  11 

2.  40 

1958 

14.  8 

12,1 

18,4 

0.  00 

0.  03 

2,  56 

PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases>  1958  (Corrected) 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-64 

Over 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

2 

8 

34 

15 

5 

64 

Diphtheria 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

-  Paralytic 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

-  Non- Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

infections 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

7 

19 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

4 

3 

9 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

- 

6 

9 

Measles 

15 

122 

172 

247 

8 

2 

1 

567 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

3 

5 

4 

1 

18 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Acute  Encephalitis 

-  Infective 

1 

1 

-  Post  Infectious 

1 

1 

17 

128 

181 

298 

26 

11 

13 

10 

9 

11 

704 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  1958 


(1957  figures  in 

brackets) 

SOUTH  WEST  HERTS 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Total 

Reinforcing 

County  Staff 

1343  (1246) 

293  (209) 

1636  (1455) 

1534  (1223) 

General  Practitioners  740  (750) 

22  (30) 

762  (780) 

119  (144) 

2083  (1996) 

315  (239) 

2398  (2235) 

1653  (1367) 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

South  West  Herts:  Completed  Cases  -  1371 

Anti -Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

South  West  Herts 

County 

General 

Staff 

Practitioners 

1st  &  2nd  Injections  completed 

Children  born  1943/1958 

13,433 

4,491 

Young  adults  born  1933/1942 

142 

356 

Expectant  mothers 

446 

282 

Other  priority  groups 

7 

131 

3rd  Injections  completed 

Children  born  1943/1958 

3,  968 

107 

Smallpox 

No  smallpox  contacts  were  investigated. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

1,  802  children  under  five  years  were  vaccinated  in  South  West  Hertfordshire™ 
This  represents  a  slight  increase  over  the  figure  for  1957  (1.  671)™ 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

. 

. 

1  -  4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  -  9 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -  14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  19 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-  24 

3 

6 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  34 

6 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-  44 

4 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45-  54 

7 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-  64 

8 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

7 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Untraced 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

38 

34 

2 

6 

2 

- 

- 

- 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  1920  -  1958 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Year 

Population 

Pul. 

Non  -Pul. 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,  000 
pop. 

Pul, 

Non -Pul 

Total 

Rate  per 

1,  000 
pop. 

1958 

73,350 

72 

8 

80 

1.09 

2 

- 

2 

0,03 

1957 

73,050 

92 

6 

98 

1.34 

8 

- 

8 

0.  10 

1956 

72, 520 

54 

6 

60 

0.83 

13 

3 

16 

0.22 

1955 

72,420 

74 

7 

81 

1  12 

6 

1 

7 

0.  10 

1954 

72,490 

77 

5 

82 

1.13 

4 

- 

4 

0.  05 

1953 

72,  610 

79 

2 

81 

1.12 

12 

- 

12 

0 . 17 

1952 

73, 200 

73 

11 

84 

1,15 

9 

2 

11 

0.  15 

1951 

72, 700 

97 

9 

106 

1.46 

14 

2 

16 

0.22 

1950 

74,  380 

66 

12 

78 

1.  05 

16 

2 

18 

0.  24 

1945 

67, 070 

88 

12 

100 

1.49 

34 

5 

39 

0,  58 

1940 

67,430 

52 

4 

56 

0  83 

37 

1 

38 

0.  59 

1935 

63,200 

91 

20 

111 

1 .76 

39 

5 

44 

0,  70 

1930 

55, 870 

116 

11 

127 

2,27 

44 

- 

44 

0.79 

1925 

48,  990 

93 

23 

116 

2.37 

51 

4 

55 

1.  12 

1920 

48,  027 

124 

19 

143 

2.  98 

40 

8 

48 

1.  00 

14, 


Report  of  the  Water  Supply 


Mr.  L.  C.  Kimberlin,  A.M.  I.C.E.  .  M.  I.  W.E.,  Water  Engineer  and  Manager, 

has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information:  - 

1.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year  1958. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  to  the  Corporation’ s  statutory  water 
area,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Watford  (except  the  Oxhey  area  to  the  south  of  the 
River  Colne,  served  by  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company)  and  approximately  1.  50  square 
miles  of  the  Watford  Rural  District,  mostly  to  the  north  of  the  Borough,  was  1,  058  million 
gallons,  or  2,  901,  000  gallons  per  day. 

2.  The  whole  of  the  supply  was  of  softened  water,  approximately  two  thirds  being  softened  by 
the  base -exchange  process  at  The  Grove  Pumping  Station  and  one  third  by  the  lime 
softening  process  at  the  Watford  Fields  Pumping  Station,  and  contained  approximately  145 
ppm  and  165ppm  of  carbonate  hardness  respectively. 

3.  The  Corporation' s  water  undertaking  is  one  of  four  selected  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
carry  out  the  initial  fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supply  in  Great  Britain.  The  fluor¬ 
idation  plant  was  put  into  operation  at  both  sources  of  supply  in  May  1956  and  a  fluoride 
content  of  1  part  per  million,  the  content  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  has  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  since  that  date, 


Colorimetric  tests  of  the  fluoride  content  of  water  going  into  supply  are  carried  out 
twice  daily  at  both  pumping  stations  and  once  daily  of  samples  drawn  from  four  points  in 
the  distribution  system,  In  addition,  four  samples  (one  from  each  pumping  station  and 
two  from  the  distribution  system)  are  taken  weekly  and  sent  to  the  Government  Chemist’1  s 
Department  for  test  by  the  Distillation  process,  which  in  addition  to  being  a  test  of  the 
fluoride  content  is  also  a  check  on  the  accuracy  of  the  colorimetric  tests  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Department  personnel.  Finally  a  monthly  report  is  made  to  the  Government 
Chemist  setting  out  the  weight  of  fluoride  used  each  day  allied  to  the  quantity  of  water 
treated,  and  the  resultant  fluoride  content  by  calculation  and  as  found  by  the  tests. 


4  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  supply  were  made  regularly,  by  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories  London  as  follows: • 

Watford  Fields  Supply; 


Raw  Water 
Treated  Water 
High  Level  Reservoir 
Low  Level  Reservoir 


Monthly 

Weekly 

Monthly 

Fortnightly 


Chlorine  residual  tests  of  the  water  leaving  the  pumping  station  were  taken  hourly, 
and  the  supplies  from  the  High  Level  and  Low  Level  Reservoirs  were  similarly  tested,  at 
4  hourly  intervals  and  twice  daily  respectively 
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The  Grove  Pumping  Station  supply:  - 


Raw  Water  Fortnightly. 

Treated  Water  )  Monthly,  staggered  fortnightly. 

Reservoir  ) 

The  chlorine  residual  of  the  water  going  into  supply  is  indicated  and  continuously 
recorded  on  a  residual  recorder  installed  in  1956. 

With  the  exception  of  a  slight  abnormality  in  one  sample  from  the  Watford  Fields 
Pumping  Station  caused  by  bacteria  of  a  non -faecal  type,  which  was  eliminated  by  the 
super -chloramine  treatment  before  going  into  supply,  all  the  analyses  showed  the  supply 
to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

5,  Chemical  analyses  of  the  raw  water  and  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply  at  both 
pumping  stations  were  taken  periodically  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  very  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

There  is  no  plumbo  solvency. 

6.  A  survey  of  water  supplies  to  temporary  dwellings,  and  also  to  the  few  permanent  dwellings 
which  have  no  main  supply  within  the  premises  revealed  the  following  position:. - 

(a)  Temporary  dwellings  at' 

106,  Leavesden  High  Road, 

Rear  of  82,  Leavesden  High  Road 

275  Sheepcot  Lane. 

(b)  Permanent  Dwellings  at:- 

Leavesden  High  Road  (112-118 
even  numbers). 

Leavesden  High  Road  (120-124B  - 
5  houses). 

Forge  Cottages  Leavesden 
No.  5  &  6 

Waterdell  Farm  Cottage. 


Caravan  dwellers  have  a  standpipe  in 
yard  (population  3). 

One  caravan  dweller  uses  a  standpipe 
supply. 

6  persons  occupying  2  caravans  share  one 
standpipe. 


4  families  share  one  standpipe  supply 
(population  13). 

5  families  share  one  standpipe  supply 
(population  28) 

2  families  use  2  standpipe  supplies 
(population  4) . 

One  family  uses  standpipe  supply 
(population  5). 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING 


CLEARANCE  OF  "SLUM"  HOUSES 


In  1955  the  Council  adopted  a  five  year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  the  110 
houses  in  the  Borough  which  were  unfit  for  habitation. 

Since  that  date  the  Council  has  taken  statutory  proceedings  for  the  closure  or 
demolition  of  63  houses.  A  further  twenty  houses  owned  by  the  Council  have  been 
closed  or  demolished  and  six  more  will  be  demolished  as  soon  as  the  tenants  are  re¬ 
housed 

Twenty -two  of  the  original  110  houses  have  been  removed  from  the  programme 
and  have  been,  or  are  in  progress  of  being  made  fit  for  habitation. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  confirmed  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  in  respect 
of  the  Clearance  Areas  Nos.  1-6  Carey  Place  and  110  -  124b  High  Road,  Leavesden. 

The  following  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  during  1958  as  being  unfit 
for  human  habitation: 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act. 

No  22  Chalk  Hill. 

Heath  Farm  House  Cottage,  Grove  Mill  Lane. 

Nos.  4.  5  &  6  Forge  Cottages,  High  Road,  Leavesden. 

No.  15  Aldenham  Road. 

No.  11  Upper  Paddock  Road. 

Nos.  9  &  11  Hempstead  Road.  ) 

Nos,  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11  &  13  St.  John  s  Road.  ) 

No.  1  New  Street.  )  These  16  houses  are  owned 

Nos.  4,  5  &  6  Church  Street.  )  by  the  Council, 

No  109  Queens  Road  ) 

Occupation  Cottage,  Occupation  Road  ) 

Woodside  House,  Garston.  ) 

Basement  Flat  at  No.  2  Park  Road. 

Basement  Flat  at  No.  94  Vicarage  Road. 

Clearance  Areas 

The  Loates  Lane  Clearance  Area  -  comprising  the  four  houses  Nos.  21  -  27  Loates 
Lane.  (See  report  below). 

The  Council  resolved  in  October  1958  to  deal  with  this  area  by  way  of  a  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order. 
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2.  REPAIR  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES 


During  the  year  235  houses  were  made  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  as  a 
result  of  action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts.. 

121  of  these  houses  were  made  fit  by  informal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  Of  the  114  houses  which  were  made  fit  by  way  of  statutory  notices 
the  Council  carried  out  the  necessary  works  on  22  houses  in  default  of  the  owners 

The  owner  of  the  four  terrace  houses  Nos.  21  -  27  Loates  Lane  appealed  to  the 
County  Court  against  notices  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  on  the  grounds 
that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  cost  of  the  repairs  required  by 
the  notices  was  agreed  at  £600  but  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  value  of  the 
houses  after  they  had  been  repaired.  Notices  of  increase  in  rents  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
had  not  been  served  on  the  occupiers  and  the  Judge  found  that  the  houses  must  be  valued 
on  existing  rents  and  accordingly  he  was  satisfied  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  As  a  result  of  this  judgment  the  Council  resolved  to  make  a  Clearance 
Area  of  the  four  houses. 

3.  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES 


Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Engineer.  There 
has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  grants  made  by  the  Council  during  the 
last  three  years,  i.e.  from  £3,  582  in  1956  to  £12,485  during  1958.  60  grants  were  auth¬ 

orised  by  the  Council  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958,  but  with  4  exceptions 
all  these  were  for  owner /occupied  houses.  The  scheme  is  not  attractive  to  the  owners  of 
rented  houses.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Council  made  grants  totalling  £1,  025 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  Lady  Morrison  &  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Bedford  Almshouses 

4.  RENT  ACT,  1957 

80  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  and  25  applications  for  certificates  as  to 
remedying  of  defects  were  received  during  the  year;  the  manner  in  which  these  were  dealt 
with  is  shown  in  Table  V  in  the  appendix.  Most  of  these  applications  were  received  during 
the  first  few  months  of  the  year.  Only  9  applications  were  received  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1958  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  provisions  of  the  Act  may  soon 
be  used  by  tenants  as  infrequently  as  those  in  previous  Rent  Restrictions  Acts. 

No  serious  difficulties  have  been  encountered  by  the  Council  in  the  implementation  of 
the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act. 

Whenever  a  house  is  inspected  in  response  to  an  application  for  a  Rent  Act  certificate 
a  complete  inspection  is  made  and  the  Council  uses  its  powers  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  to  enforce  essential  repair  works. 
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5.  OVERCROWDING 


During  the  year  the  Council  authorised  legal  proceedings  under  Section  78(5)(b)  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957  where  it  appeared  that  the  landlords  of  two  houses  had  caused 
statutory  overcrowding.  In  one  case,  the  overcrowding  was  quickly  abated  and  legal 
proceedings  were  not  taken;  in  the  other  case  the  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  two  pounds. 

6.  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  policy  adopted  by  the  Council  two  years  ago  of  taking  direct  action  to  remove 
residential  caravans  which  have  been  placed  on  land  without  the  Council's  and  the  land¬ 
owners’  consents  has  been  effective.  This  problem  is  no  longer  a  major  one  in  Watford. 

FOOD 


7  FOOD  HYGIENE 

Frequent  inspection  of  food  premises  is  the  best  method  of  securing  that  satisfactory 
standards  of  hygiene  are  maintained  and  this  is  practised  in  Watford.  The  list  of  150 
defects  remedied  (in  Table  VII)  cannot  reflect  the  immeasurable  effect  on  food  traders 
of  the  friendly  advice  and,  where  necessary,  warnings  from  the  Council*  s  Inspectors  and 
above  all  the  knowledge  that  an  inspector  may  call  at  any  time. 

Resort  to  legal  proceedings  was  necessary  in  one  case  where  a  restaurant  proprietor 
was  fined  a  total  of  £12  for  using  as  a  food  room  a  garage  without  water  supply,  sink  and 
wash-hand  basin  and  for  smoking  whilst  handling  food.  Two  market  greengrocers  were 
also  prosecuted  for  smoking  whilst  handling  open  food.  For  a  first  offence  one  of  these 
men  was  fined  £1  and  for  a  second  offence  the  other  man  was  fined  £10, 

During  the  strike  of  Smithfield  meat  porters  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  considerably 
more  meat  was  distributed  to  retailers  from  the  Watford  depots.  Unconventional  methods 
of  meat  transport  were  often  used  but  no  offence  against  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  was 
detected. 

8  FOOD  INSPECTION 
(i)  Meat 

All  food  animals  slaughtered  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  are  inspected 
and  to  achieve  this  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  inspectors  to  work  overtime  and  on  Sundays. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  Exchequer  Grant  made  available  by  the  Government  in 
respect  of  the  inspection  of  meat  which  was  not  for  local  consumption.  Charges  were  again 
made  in  respect  of  additional  work  arising  from  the  certification  as  to  fitness  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  of  beef  exported  to  the  Continent;  754  quarters  of  beef  were  exported  during  the 
year. 
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In  the  summer  difficulties  again  arose  at  the  larger  slaughterhouse  in  the  storage 
and  removal  of  inedible  offals  and  manure  and  a  considerable  nuisance  was  caused  to 
the  occupiers  of  neighbouring  commercial  premises. 

This  failure  to  comply  with  the  relevant  Byelaws  was  reported  to  the  Council  but 
since  the  offence  was  apparently  due  to  the  default  of  contractors  employed  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  not  of  the  occupiers  themselves  it  appeared  that  the 
latter  would  have  a  complete  defence  in  any  proceedings  under  the  Byelaws.  The 
Council  approached  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  about  this  apparent 
loophole  in  the  Byelaws  and  received  a  reply  from  the  Ministry  indicating  that  the  point 
would  be  satisfactorily  covered  by  Regulations  to  be  introduced  early  in  1959. 

Statistics  relating  to  meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouses  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.  Table  VIII  shows  that  considerable  success  attends  the  efforts  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  eradicate  Bovine  Tuberculosis.  The  Ministry  plan 
to  make  all  herds  in  the  country  into  attested  herds  by  1961  and  it  may  well  be  that  after 
that  date  Bovine  Tuberculosis  will  become  a  rare  condition  in  the  slaughterhouse.  One 
noteworthy  outcome  of  this  campaign  is  the  marked  decrease  in  the  weight  of  carcase 
beef  condemned,  i.  e,  from  36|  tons  in  1947  to  7^  tons  in  1958. 

The  slaughterhouse  managers  have  been  authorised  to  dispose  of  condemned  meat 
and  offals  to  six  firms  of  repute  whose  methods  and  processing  have  been  approved  by  the 
appropriate  public  health  inspectors.  This  meat  is  impregnated  with  a  green  dye  before 
it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse  premises, 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

108  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  discovered  in  the  3,  786  cattle  slaughtered  in 
Watford  during  1958.  This  gives  an  incidence  rate  of  2,  9 °]o  compared  with  2.  8 °]o  in  1957 
and  3.  7 °]o  in  1956. 

All  the  infections  were  very  light  and  the  following  table  shows  the  sites  of  the  cysts 
in  the  affected  carcases. 

Carcases  showing  infections  which  might  be  transmissible  to  man  were  sterilised  by 
retaining  the  carcases  for  three  weeks  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  20°F, 


External 

Internal 

Masseter 

Muscle 

Masseter 

Muscle 

T  ongue 

Heart 

Diaphragm 

Viable  Cysts 

23 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Degenerate  Cysts 

36 

8 

- 

51 

3 

20, 


The  cysts  in  27  cases  (25.  0 °Jo)  were  viable  indicating  that  the  infections  were  of 
recent  origin.  This  compared  with  22.  3 °]o  for  1957, 

Slaughterhouse  Policy 

After  a  careful  investigation,  involving  consultations  with  all  interested  parties, 
the  Council  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  municipal  abattoir  is  not  required  in  Watford. 

The  slaughterhouse  in  New  Street,  Watford  is  operated  by  a  company  associated 
with  the  Union  International  Company  Limited  who  hold  a  lease  of  the  premises.  This 
slaughterhouse,  which  is  an  old  one,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  the  Council 
is  anxious  to  terminate  its  use  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Union  International  Company  would  like  to  construct  a  modern  meat  works  on 
a  site  within  the  Borough,  owned  by  the  Borough  Council,  which  has  been  earmarked  for 
an  abattoir  and  would  then  be  willing  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  New  Street  premises 

Terms  for  the  sale  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Company  of  the  site  of  the  proposed 
new  meat  works  have  been  provisionally  settled  and  the  Town  Clerk  has  been  instructed 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  owners  of  the  freehold  of  the  New  Street  premises  for 
the  acquisition  of  such  premises  by  the  Corporation. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

Eighteen  full  licences  (except  for  horses)  have  been  issued  by  the  Council  No  in¬ 
fringements  of  this  legislation  have  been  reported.  Copies  of  Circular  FSH/3  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  giving  advice  on  the  correct  apparatus  and 
methods  for  electrical  stunning  of  animals  were  sent  to  the  proprietors  of  the  slaughterhouses 
and  all  licensed  slaughtermen. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Sixteen  cases  of  suspected  swine  fever  were  notified  to  the  Police,  the  authorised 
officers  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  who  supervised  the  destruction  of  the  carcases  and  the 
disinfection  of  the  slaughterhouse, 

(ii)  Milk 


Close  supervision  has  been  maintained  on  the  quality,  composition  and  processing  of 
milk  sold  within  the  Borough.  Milk  processed  within  the  Borough  has  been  regularly  sam¬ 
pled  and  all  the  101  samples  were  found  by  the  Bacteriologist  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Watford  to  comply  with  the  statutory  standards. 

The  Council  was  concerned  to  learn  that  raw  T.  T.  milk  produced  outside,  but  retailed 
within  the  Borough  had,  on  sampling,  proved  positive  for  T.  B  and  that  an  emaciated  cow 
had  been  removed  from  the  herd  for  slaughter.  A  subsequent  sample  from  the  same  farm 
was  found  positive  for  Brucella  abortus.  The  Council  were  of  opinion  that  these  circumstances 
revealed  weaknesses  in  the  legislation  dealing  with  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk 
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and  details  were  submitted  to  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations.  At  a  subsequent 
Council  meeting,  in  reply  to  a  Member’ s  question,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  pointed 
out  that  there  was  a  risk  of  acquiring  infection  by  the  consumption  of  raw  T  T.  ^milk  and 
that,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  all  milk  should  be  heat-treated  before  consumption. 

Details  of  dairies  and  distributors  of  milk  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  and  of  licences  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations, 
1949,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix 

Specification  of  Areas 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  specified  that  milk  of  a  special 
designation  only  may  be  sold  in  Watford  and  adjacent  districts. 

(iii)  Ice  Cream 

There  are  five  premises  within  the  Borough  in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactured; 
they  are  kept  under  close  supervision  although  the  producers  are  well  aware  of  the  importance 
of  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  their  processing. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duties  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  check  periodically  that 
retail  vendors  of  ice-cream  from  shops,  stalls  and  mobile  vehicles  comply  with  the  approp¬ 
riate  regulations, 

(iv)  Watercress 

There  are  several  watercress  beds  in  Cassiobury  Park  and  these  are  operated  by  two 
growers  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  and  the  cress  revealed  serious  con¬ 
tamination,  The  growers  now  sterilise  the  cut  cress  in  a  hypochlorite  solution  before  des¬ 
patch  to  the  wholesalers-  The  efficiency  of  the  sterilisation  is  tested  by  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  cress  after  dipping, 

(v)  Unsound  Food 

Various  complaints  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  foodstuffs  purchased  locally  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Council  as  follows: 

Metal  in  medicinal  tablet  -  (proceedings  authorised  in  1957)  - 

Manufacture  given  absolute  discharge  on  payment  of  20  guineas  costs. 

Mouldy  pork  pie  -  proceedings  authorised  -  Vendor  given  absolute  discharge 
on  payment  of  £7  costs. 

Mouldy  pork  pie  -  proceedings  authorised  -  Vendor  fined  £10, 

Mouldy  sausages  -  proceedings  authorised  -  Vendor  fined  £10. 

Mouldy  pork  pie  -  proceedings  authorised  -  The  Vendor  established  a  warranty  and 
the  charge  was  dismissed 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  food  manufacturers  in  respect  of  eight  complaints  of 
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foreign  bodies,  including  bristles,  coal,  oil,  screw  and  bolt  in  bakery  products,  glass 
in  pickled  cabbage,  wire  in  a  sweet  and  maggots  in  bacon.  The  officers  dealt  informally 
with  two  dozen  other  similar  complaints;  one  -  glass  in  cheese  -  being  referred  through 
trade  channels  to  the  Australian  Dairy  Produce  Board, 

9  FOOD  POISONING 


Three  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  involving  twelve  persons  and  six  single  sporadic 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  causative  organism  was  identified  in  three 
cases  but  exhaustive  investigations  failed  to  find  the  food  concerned  in  any  of  the  cases 

A  summary  of  the  cases  will  be  found  in  Table  XIV  in  the  Appendix. 

The  importance  of  early  notification  of  food  poisoning  and  the  retention  of 
specimens  was  stressed  in  a  letter  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  sent  to  all  local 
general  practitioners  in  March,  1958, 

Once  again  I  must  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  assistance  which  has 
so  readily  been  given  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  work  we  have  done 
to  prevent  and  control  food  poisoning. 

10.  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS,  1887  &  1926 

As  a  Food  &  Drugs  Authority,  the  Council  is  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  these 
Acts  so  far  as  they  relate  to  foodstuffs.  It  is  a  responsibility  which  the  Inspectors  keep  in 
mind  when  they  visit  food  shops  and  one  infringement,  in  respect  of  unlabelled  foreign 
tomatoes,  was  reported  to  the  Council. 

11.  COMPOSITION  OF  FOODS  &  DRUGS 

The  report  of  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  C,  W.  McHugo  on  the  samples  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  year  1958  is  as  follows:  - 

Number  of  samples  examined:  35  Formal  Milk  Samples, 

1  Formal  Sausage  Sample, 

103  Informal  samples.  • 

(i)  Milk  Samples 

The  Milks  were  of  good  quality  and  complied  with  the  Regulations  in  respect  of  their 
composition  and  freedom  from  Preservatives. 

(ii)  Other  Samples 

(a)  Foods 


Sausages  and  other  meat  products. 
Ice  cream  and  soft  drinks. 
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Sweets  and  biscuits. 

Flour  and  cereal  foods. 

Preserves  and  canned  foods. 

Condiments,  flavouring  and  colouring  ingredients. 

Vegetarian  and  patent  foods. 

Spirits. 

(b)  Drugs 

Mist.  Bismuth  et  Sodii.  Bicarb. 

Aspirin 

Saccharin  Tablets 
Mist.  Ammon.  Chlor.  Co. 

Tab.  Pro.  Neurosis  Gr.  5 
Tab.  Acetylsalicyl  Gr.  5 

The  Mist.  Bismuth  et  Sodii  Bicarb,  was  found  to  be  25 %  deficient  in  each  ingredient 
if  water  were  added  in  conformity  with  the  declaration  on  the  label.  On  being  notified  of 
this  the  manufacturers  withdrew  the  remainder  of  the  batch  from  stock.  With  this  exception 
and  of  some  sausage  samples,  referred  to  below,  the  food  products  were  of  good  quality,  in 
a  sound  edible  condition,  and  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act, 

1955,  and  with  their  respective  Statutory  standards  where  applicable,  and  the  samples  of 
drugs  complied  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

(c)  Sausages 

Nineteen  samples  of  sausages,  15  consisting  of  Pork  and  4  of  Beef,  were 
examined. 

Four  samples  of  pork  sausage  had,  respectively,  meat  contents  of  51  %,  43%, 

42%  and  51%.  In  the  first  case  the  Council  authorised  the  sending  of  a  warning 
letter  to  the  manufacturer  concerned.  The  remaining  three  samples  were  taken 
from  the  same  butcher.  After  receiving  the  result  of  the  first  sample  (43%)  a  formal 
sample  was  obtained  (42%)  and  legal  proceedings  instituted  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £20, 
the  defendant  pleading  guilty.  Two  samples  of  sausage  contained  sulphur  dioxide 
preservative  but  the  vendor  had  not  made  the  required  declaration  of  its  presence. 

(d)  Ice  Cream 

Six  samples  from  local  manufacturers  fully  complied  with  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953,  No.  828. 

(iii)  Special  Samples 

(e)  Four  samples  of  bread  contained  (1)  a  heavy  trace  of  iron;  (2)  and  (3)  oil  and 
iron  oxide;  and  (4)  scorched  dough  and  iron  rust. 
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(f)  An  invert  sugar  and  honey  product  contained  iron  oxide  and  part  of  an  insect. 
The  manufacturers  of  the  product  took  further  precautions  to  avoid  contain  - 
ination. 

(g)  Three  samples  of  skimmed  milk  powder  were  examined.  One  contained 
charred  milk  particles,  the  others  were  satisfactory. 

(h)  Three  ice  lollies  were  submitted.  One  was  alleged  to  have  a  bitter  flavour, 
the  others  were  taken  in  the  course  of  enquiries  into  alleged  food -poisoning. 
All  were  satisfactory. 

(i)  A  Danish  pastry  was  found  to  contain  graphite  grease  used  for  lubricating 
moving  parts  of  the  oven, 

(j)  Tinned  gooseberries  had  an  unusually  high  proportion  of  pectin  which  caused 
the  syrup  to  set  into  a  jelly. 

(k)  Dirt  on  a  rasher  of  bacon  was  found  to  be  harmless, 

(l)  Whisky  which  was  hazy  and  contained  a  number  of  dark  particles  was  shown 
to  have  been  contaminated  by  lead  from  the  capsule  which  had  covered  the 
cork.  The  filtered  spirit  was  found  to  contain  40  parts  per  million  of  lead 
and  the  dark  particles  consisted  of  lead, 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


12,  INDUSTRIAL  SMOKE 


The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  dealing  primarily  with  indus¬ 
trial  and  commercial  premises  came  into  force  on  the  1st  June,  1958.  There  are  very 
few  old  hand -fired  boilers  left  in  Watford,  the  emission  of  smoke  from  factory  chimneys 
does  not  therefore  present  a  serious  problem. 

During  1958  smoke  or  smuts  have  been  emitted  in  excessive  quantities  from  four 
chimneys  in  the  Borough.  Three  of  these  serve  boilers  on  Government  premises,  i.  e. 
two  hospitals  and  a  Home  Office  store.  The  plantsconcerned  are  new  installations 
automatically  controlled,  two  of  them  being  oil  fired  and  the  other  one  coal  fired.  The 
cause  of  the  trouble  in  each  case  was  considered  to  be  faults  in  the  adjustments  and  sett¬ 
ings  of  the  control  gear  etc, ,  although  the  widely  fluctuating  steam  demand  at  the  hospitals 
was  an  important  factor. 

It  is  most  encouraging  to  find  that  most  of  the  factory  managements  in  Watford  are 
determined  to  comply  fully  with  the  Clean  Air  Act.  One  direct  outcome  of  the  Act  is  the 
abatement  of  a  long  standing  grit  nuisance  from  the  chimney  of  a  large  laundry  in  the  town. 
The  sprinkler  mechanical  stokers  are  being  replaced  by  modern  coking  stokers. 

We  promote  and  encourage  the  use  of  the  smokeless  fuels  electricity,  gas  and  coke  - 
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yet  the  sources  of  these  fuels,  the  power  stations  and  the  gas  works,  cause  serious 
atmospheric  pollution.  The  Watford  Gas  Works  is  no  exception,  it  has  caused  a  grit 
nuisance  for  many  years.  This  nuisance  has  now  been  made  considerably  worse  by  the 
installation  of  an  experimental  Complete  Gasification  Plant  which  has  emitted  smuts  and 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  fumes  in  such  quantities  as  to  cause  severe  discomfort  -  particularly 
to  nearby  residents  in  the  Bushey  area. 

Strong  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Eastern  Gas  Board  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  The  Alkali  Inspector  has  also  been  asked  to  make  an  investigation. 

The  new  power  in  Section  16  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  has  enabled  the  Council  to 
control  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  frequent  burning  of  trade  refuse  in  the  yards  of  shops 
and  factories. 

Height  of  New  Chimneys 

During  the  year  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  construction 
of  five  new  factory  chimneys.  The  architects  were  requested  to  increase  the  height  of 
four  of  these  and  this  they  agreed  to  do. 

Prior  Approval  of  New  Furnaces 

In  all  new  boiler  installations  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Council  to  advise  the  factory 
managements  of  the  "prior  approval"  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  Two  applic¬ 
ations  for  prior  approval  of  new  boiler  plants  were  made  during  1958  and  these  were  granted, 

13.  CLEAN  AIR  POLICY 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  gave  provisional  clearance  on  the  4th 
December,  1957  to  the  Council’ s  outline  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  two  smoke  con 
trol  areas  in  Watford,  These  are  predominantly  modern  estates.  Representatives  of  the 
Watford  &  District  Coal  Merchants  Association  discussed  these  proposals  with  a  Public  Health 
Sub -Committee  in  November,  1958  and  on  consideration  of  the  report  of  this  meeting,  which 
revealed  the  scarcity  of  premium  smokeless  fuels,  the  Council  deferred  the  making  of  smoke 
control  orders  for  the  time  being.  The  need  for  such  areas  is  recognised  by  the  Council  who 
are  pursuing  a  publicity  campaign  to  promote  the  greater  use  of  available  smokeless  fuels, 

MISCELLANEOUS 


14,  FACTORIES 


There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  Borough  Engineer,  the  County  Fire  Protection 
Officer  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  all  plans  of  new  factories  or  alterations  to 
existing  premises  which  are  submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval.  This  procedure  ensures 
that  the  premises  will  comply  with  the  various  legislative  requirements  before  structural 
work  commences. 
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The  items  which  mainly  concern  the  Health  Department  are  the  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire;  the  storage  and  use  of  petroleum  spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures;  the 
prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution  and  other  nuisances;  sanitary  accommodation  and  the 
lay-out  and  equipment  of  works  canteens. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


Part  I.  Health  Provisions 

Certain  health  provisions  of  the  Act  are  enforced  by  the  Council;  a  summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  1958  will  be  found  in  tabular  form  in  the  Appendix. 

Part  II.  Safety.  Section  34  -  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  the  Corporation*  s  authorised  officer  for  this 
work.  Extensions  and  alterations  to  existing  factories  and  the  construction  of  new 
factories  means  that  a  considerable  amount  of  time  must  be  devoted  to  this  work. 

Altogether  32  factories  were  surveyed  during  1958  and  as  a  result  24  new  certificates  as  to 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  issued. 

Part  IV.  Special  Provisions  -  Section  54  -  Underground  Bakehouses 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  renewal  of  the  certificate  of 
suitability  in  respect  of  the  one  remaining  underground  bakehouse  at  24  Langley  Road- 
The  Council  required  the  owner  to  carry  out  several  structural  improvements  before  renewal 
was  granted. 

Part  VIII.  Home  Work  -  Section  110. 

The  Council  warned  one  factory  proprietor  for  failing  to  notify  the  Council  of  the 
outworkers  he  was  employing.  It  appeared  to  the  Council  that  there  was  some  ignorance 
of  these  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  and  they  therefore  authorised  the  Town  Clerk  to 
insert  notices  in  the  local  press  informing  employers  of  outworkers  of  their  statutory 
obligations. 

The  nature  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  85  outworkers  within  the  Borough  is  set 
out  in  Table  XV. 

15.  PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  &  1936 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  appointed  by  the  Council  as  the  authorised 
officer  for  the  purposes  of  these  Acts. 

149  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures. 
Altogether  the  total  quantity  which  is  licensed  to  be  stored  within  the  Borough  is  656,  670 
gallons.  Three  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  storage  of  1,  294  lbs.  in  total  of  carbide 
of  calcium. 
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The  Council  authorised  legal  proceedings  against  a  garage  proprietor  who  had 
failed  to  test  the  underground  storage  tanks  at  his  garage  as  required  by  the  Council’ s 
Conditions, 

A  taxi  proprietor  who  was  illegally  storing  20  gallons  of  petrol  at  his  residence  was 
prosecuted  for  infringing  Regulations  4,  7  and  8  of  the  Petroleum  Spirit  (Motor  Vehicles 
etc. )  Regulations,  1929  and  was  fined  a  total  of  £11. 

In  January  1958  a  consignment  of  paraffin  was  delivered  from  a  Watford  bulk  depot 
to  a  garage  in  Northwood  Later  the  same  day  the  paraffin  was  found  to  contain  petrol  and 

was  a  dangerous  mixture.  Some  of  the  paraffin  had  been  sold  and  a  fire  was  caused  in  one 

house  but  the  remainder  of  the  paraffin  was  recovered  without  causing  a  serious  accident 
An  investigation  at  the  depot  revealed  that  a  compartment  in  the  road  tanker  into  which 
the  paraffin  was  loaded  contained  some  petrol.  This  contravened  the  petroleum  company' s 
handbook  on  precautions  and  disciplinary  action  was  taken. 

All  the  Home  Office  recommendations  concerning  electrically  operated  petrol  service 
pumps  have  been  incorporated  in  the  Council's  Conditions,  These  come  fully  into  force 
on  the  1st  January,  1960.  The  Eastern  Electricity  Board  have  been  asked  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  condition  of  all  the  old  electric  pumps  in  Watford, 

16.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


The  public  health  inspectors  are  appointed  by  the  Council  as  Shops  Acts  inspectors; 
the  duties  concerning  conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  can  conveniently  be 
carried  out  when  inspections  of  shop  premises  are  made  for  other  purposes. 

Several  visits  have  been  made  on  Sundays  and  Wednesday  afternoons  to  detect 
illegal  trading.  Whenever  shops  are  found  to  be  open  the  shopkeeper  is  advised  of  the 
legal  requirements  -  a  difficult  job  indeed  when  the  law  is  so  perplexing,,  The  Shops  Act 
permits  the  sale  of  so  many  goods  in  general  provision  shops  outside  normal  trading  hours 
that  the  shopkeeper  and  his  customers  see  little  sense  in  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  remaining 
items.  It  is  therefore  gratifying  that  the  Closing  Hour  provisions  of  the  Act  are  so  well 
observed  when  they  command  so  little  public  support, 

17.  RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Ten  premises  in  Watford  are  registered  for  upholstery  work  and  two  premises  are 
licensed  for  the  storage  of  rag  flock. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  report  any  infringements  of  the  Act  to 
the  Council. 

18'  HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  ACT,  1952 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  appointed  to  inspect  and  test  appliances  in  accordance 
with  the  above  Act, 
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All  new  appliances  inspected  during  the  year  were  found  to  comply  with  the 
appropriate  standard;  it  is  the  sale  of  second-hand  fires  which  now  engages  the  closest 
attention 

19.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


The  public  health  inspectors  are  appointed  officers  under  Section  4  of  the  Act  and 
for  its  enforcement  they  work  in  close  co  -operation  with  the  local  inspector  of  the 
R.S.P.C.A. 

Fifteen  persons  are  licensed  to  keep  pet  shops  within  the  Borough  and  these  have 
been  conducted  satisfactorily, 

20,  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT..  1949 


There  are  two  rodent  operatives  employed  in  the  Department  and  they  are  provided 
with  a  light  van  for  the  transport  of  poison  baits  etc. 

Regular  twice  yearly  treatment  of  the  town’s  sewers  (in  accordance  with  the  instruct¬ 
ions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food)  over  a  period  of  years  has  revealed 
a  heavy  and  apparently  permanent  infestation  in  the  Watford  Fields  area  and  part  of  Queens 
Ward,  Treatment  had  in  the  past  been  confined  to  poisoning  with  arsenic  or  zinc  phosphide 
and  in  the  Autumn  of  1958  an  experimental  treatment  with  Warfarin,  otameal,  sugar, 
technical  white  oil  and  a  mould  inhibiter  was  carried  out,  with  apparently  promising  results 
The  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer  enables  the  sewer  treatments  to  be  carried  out 
smoothly  and  efficiently. 

The  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  providing  a  free  service  for  domestic  dwellings. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1958  is  set  out  in  the  prescribed  form  in  the 
appendix  (Table  XVI), 
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APPENDIX 


RECORD  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  1958 
TABLE  I 


Houses  - 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ... 

280 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ... 

191 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

Factories  - 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ... 

230 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ... 

13 

Building  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

General  - 

Refuse  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ... 

70 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ... 

142 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

25 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

63 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ... 

41 

Smoke  Observations  and  Industrial  Nuisances  ...  ... 

386 

Vacant  Land  and  Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ... 

149 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ... 

15 

Fly  Prevention 

24 

Other  Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ... 

34 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 

394 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

119 

Petroleum  Acts 

209 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ... 

15  3 

Pests  Act 

64 

Pet  Animals  Act 

23 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ... 

562 

Unclassified  Visits 

586 

Rag  Flock,  etc.  Act 

16 

Smoke  Control  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

155 

Revisits  to  Premises  under  Notice  - 

Public  Health  Act  -  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

453 
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Revisits  to  Premises  under  Notice  - 

(Cont*  d  ) 

Public  Health  Act  -  Other 

165 

Housing  Act  ...  . ,  ... 

2.876 

Other  Revisits  .  .  ...  ... 

102 

Meat  and  Foods  - 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ... 

1,  633 

Visits  re  Food  Inspection 

347 

Butchers  Shops 

62 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ... 

20 

Sugar  and  Flour  Confectionery  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

30 

Grocers,  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  . . 

160 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  .  ...  ... 

41 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms  .  ...  ... 

180 

Public  Market  ...  ...  ...  ... 

152 

Bakehouses  . .  ...  . .  ... 

44 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  ...  ... 

128 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures  ...  .  .  ...  ... 

21 

Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological)  ... 

106 

Ice  Cream  Samples  (ditto)  .  .  ...  ... 

62 

Food  (Adulteration)  Samples 

139 

(Bacteriological)  Samples  .  ...  ... 

32 

10.800 

HOUSING 
TABLE  TI 


NEW  HOUSES 


The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  under-mentioned  information 
regarding  new  houses  erected  during  1958. 


(a) 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 

49 

(b) 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 

Total  number  of  houses  built  since  1945:  - 

182 

(a) 

By  the  Local  Authority 

3,384 

(b) 

By  private  enterprise 

1,258 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  AND  REQUISITIONED  PROPERTIES  -  TABLE  III 


The  Borough  Treasurer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 
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(a)  Number  of  Council  houses  occupied  on  31st  December,  1958  = 

5, 137  plus  99  prefabricated  bungalows. 

(b)  Number  of  requisitioned  premises  ...  1 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned  premises  8 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1958  RE  HOUSING  DEFECTS  -  TABLE  IV 


ACT 

INFORMAL 

STATUTORY 

Housing  Act,  1957 

119 

57 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

90 

42 

TABLE  V  -  RENT  ACT,  1957 
PART  I.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


1.  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  80 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  81 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  54 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  27 

4.  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

Paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  .  62 

5.  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 

under  proviso  to  Paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  0 

6.  Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  29 


PART  II.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 

7.  Number  of  applications  by  landlords  for  cancellation  of 

certificates  ...  ...  11 

8.  Number  of  objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

certificates  ...  .  ...  ...  0 
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9  Number  of  decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel 

in  spite  of  tenants  objection  ...  ...  0 

10  Number  of  certificates  cancelled  ...  .  10 

PART  III  APPLICATIONS  FOR  FORM  P  CERTIFICATES 

11  Number  of  applications  from  tenants  ...  ...  18 

12  Number  of  applications  from  landlords  . , .  ...  7 

FOOD 

TYPES  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH  AT  31ST  DECEMBER.  1958 

TABLE  VI 


Bakehouses  ■  • .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18 

Bakery  and  Flour  Confectionery  Shops 

35 

Sweetshops  ...  ... 

109 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

55 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ... 

25 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

55 

Grocers,  General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ... 

160 

Wholesale  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  .... 

3 

Wholesale  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Wholesale  Meat  Salesmen  ... 

5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ... 

68 

Industrial  and  Commercial  Canteens  ...  ...  ... 

64 

School  Canteens 

36 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

55 

Unclassified  Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

Public  Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Food  Premises  Registered  by  the  Council 


1  Under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  ...  ... 

Preserved  Food  Manufacturers 


5 

177 

4.7 
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2. 


Article  8  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 


Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 

The  Council  has  granted  two  Dealers  Licences  to  pasteurise  milk  and  one 
Dealers  Licence  to  sterilise  milk  at  dairies  within  the  Borough.  Licences  for  the  sale 
of  milk  under  the  above  Regulations  were  granted  as  follows:  - 


Designated  Milk 

Dealers  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Total 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

10 

4 

14 

Pasteurised  Milk 

24 

5 

29 

Sterilised  Milk 

20 

3 

23 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
DEFECTS  REMEDIED  IN  FOOD  PREMISES 
TABLE  VII 


Food  Rooms  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

Structural  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

15 

Ventilation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Lighting  Improved 

7 

Rooms  Cleansed  and  Redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ... 

26 

Apparatus,  Utensils,  etc. ,  Cleansed,  Repaired 

or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16 

New  Refuse  Accommodation  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Sinks  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

Additional  Sinks  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

Additional  Wash-basins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 

3 

Constant  Hot  Water  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

Soap  and  Towels  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Cloakroom  Facilities  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

First-Aid  Equipment  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

11 

Other  ...  . . . 

2 

150 

34. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  REJECTED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION  DURING 
1958  -  TABLE  VIII 


HOME  KILLED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL 

(a)  Rejected  at  Slaughterhouses  lbs. 


Beef  (including  20  carcases)  ...  ...  ...  12, 070 

Lamb  (including  2  carcases)  ...  ...  ...  125 

Pork  (including  69  carcases)  ...  ...  ...  8,212 

Veal  (including  4  carcases)  ...  ...  ...  152 

Offal  from  Bovines  - 

248  Heads  ...  ...  ...  7,440 

215  Tongues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,  105 

588  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,  880 

90  Hearts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  450 

750  Livers  and  419  Part  Livers  ...  ...  ...  13,186 

47  Spleens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

26  Skirts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

19  Tails  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Offal  from  Pigs  - 

317  Plucks  ...  ...  ...  1,629 

1, 432  Livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,  864 

1,468  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,  936 

562  Heads  ...  .  ...  ...  5,  126 

270  Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Offal  from  Sheep  - 

36  Plucks  ...  ...  ...  162 

749  Livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1, 498 

35  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

2  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

2  Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offal  from  Calves  - 

4  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

5  Plucks  ...  . .  ...  ...  . .  19 

(b)  Condemned  in  Retail  and  Manufacturing  Premises 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  522 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  3, 323 

35 


Lamb  83 

Veal  .  .  ,  20 

IMPORTED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL 

Beef  ...  . . . .  .  309 

Mutton  . . .  ...  ...  .  .  .  .  -  117 

Pork  .  .  .  .  .  ..  ...  . .  401 

OTHER  FOODS  INCLUDING  CANNED  GOODS  -  .  10,761 


78,  824 


Total  weight  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  =  35  tons  3  cwts  1  qtr  7  lbs 
Of  the  above  food  80  3%  comprised  meat  and  offal  rejected  in  the  slaughterhouses 
INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE  IN  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  IN  WATFORD  DURING  1958 

TABLE  IX 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

• 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

2,  283 

1,  503 

248 

8  394 

33  589 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

4 

4 

2 

67 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

671 

505 

1 

795 

3,200 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

29.4 

33,9 

2,0 

9.5 

9  7 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

15 

2 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

112 

190 

- 

- 

321 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

4.  9 

13.6 

1.0 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  in  which 
cysticercosis  was  found 

85 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

64 

17 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

61 

7 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

For  comparison  purposes,  the  percentages  of  the  animals  found  to  be  diseased  during 
the  post-war  years  are  set  out  below:  - 


TABLE  X 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis: 

1947 

38.6 

35.  8 

0.  8 

8.  7 

16.  8 

1948 

39.3 

37.0 

0  9 

5  2 

27.  9 

1949 

42.  4 

37.  5 

0  8 

4.  5 

20.6 

37. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1950 

42.5 

39.  8 

0.9 

7.3 

14.3 

1951 

40.9 

40.4 

0,9 

4.  5 

14.  5 

1952 

41.  3 

43.0 

1.  2 

6.7 

15..  4 

1953 

34.5 

35.2 

1.  9 

9.6 

20.  8 

1954 

34.4 

29.6 

3.  2 

6.  9 

14.6 

1955 

36.2 

30.  9 

0,6 

5.  9 

1J.  4 

1956 

36.3 

31.  0 

0.  4 

6.  6 

9.  1 

1957 

32,9 

27.7 

2.  5 

2.  5 

8.  9 

1958 

29.4 

33.  9 

2.  0 

9.  5 

.  9.7 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
'  and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis: 

1947 

12.3 

48.7 

0.07 

3.1 

1948 

12.4 

44.5 

0.  5 

- 

7.9 

1949 

10.0 

38.6 

0.2 

- 

5.1 

1950 

10.  5 

36.5 

0.4 

- 

5,5 

1951 

8.0 

29.3 

0.3 

- 

3,0 

1952 

7.6 

26.  8 

0.2 

- 

3.  7 

1953 

8.1 

22.  8 

0.  1 

- 

3.  7 

1954 

7.0 

22.  1 

0.  5 

- 

2,4 

1955 

6.9 

19.  3 

- 

- 

1.3 

1956 

6.2 

20.4 

- 

- 

L  1 

1957 

4.5 

14.6 

- 

- 

1.2 

1958 

4.9 

13.  6 

— 

1.0 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  OF  HEAT-TREATED  MILK  -  TABLE  XI. 


Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

51 

25 

25 

All  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  -  TABLE  XII 


No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory  -  Grades  1  &  2 

Unsatisfactory  -  Grades  III  &  IV 

62 

60 

2 

97(7oof  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

CHEMICAL  SAMPLES 

The  statutory  minimum  content  for  ice  cream  is  5  per  cent  fat,  10  per  cent  sugar  and 
l\°]o  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 


TABLE  XIII 


Sample  Number 

Fat  Content 

Sugar  Content 

Milk  Solids 

1 

10.6 

12.  7 

12.6 

2 

7.4 

14.  1 

10.2 

3 

9.5 

11.  9 

9.  3 

4 

7.1 

14.  8 

13.2 

FOOD  POISONING  1958 


TABLE  XIV 


Number  of 

Outbreaks 

Number  of 

Cases 

Number  of 

Deaths 

Organism  responsible 

Food  Suspected 

1 

1 

- 

Not  identified 

Unknown 

1 

1 

- 

Salmonella  Newpott 

Unknown 

1 

3 

- 

Not  identified 

Unknown 
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Number  of 

Outbreaks 

Number  of 

Cases 

Number  of 

Deaths 

Organism  responsible 

Food  Suspected 

1 

1 

- 

Not  identified 

Unknown 

1 

1 

- 

Not  identified 

Unknown 

1 

5 

- 

Not  identified 

Prepared  meat 

1 

1 

- 

Staph,  aureus 
(phage  pattern 
diluted  73W) 

1 

4 

- 

Not  identified 

Unknown 

1 

1 

- 

Salmonella  Thompson 

9 

18 

- 

3  identified 

No  food  traced 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 
TABLE  XV 


Part  1  -  Health  Provisions 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

32 

13 

- 

- 

Factories  not  included  above 

in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

351 

230 

6 

- 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

11 

11 

- 

- 

Total: 

394 

254 

6 

- 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of  cases  in 
were  found  which  prosecutions 

were  instituted 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.  M. 

By  H.  M. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defecl 
ive 

13 

12 

“ 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

1 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  - 

15 

13 

- 

3 

- 

PART  VIII  -  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No,  of  Out¬ 
workers  as  required 
by  Section  110(lXc) 

No.  of  cases  of  de¬ 
fault  in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Wearing  apparel  making. 

11 

1 

Furniture  and  upholstery. 

1 

- 

Artificial  Flowers. 

31 

- 

Brush  making 

17 

2 

Christmas  crackers,  etc. 

25 

1 

85 

4 

41 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31ST  MARCH,  1959 

TABLE  XVI 


TYPE 

OF  PROPERTY 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Dwell- 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agricul- 

Author  - 

ing 

(includ- 

Cols,  1, 

tural 

ity 

Houses 

ing 

Business 

Premises) 

2,  &3 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority*  s  District 
(Notes  1  and  2) 

68 

22,  381 

3,  081 

25, 530 

- 

II 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

292 

58 

367 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.  g.  when 

44 

713 

27 

767 

“ 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

- 

525 

952 

1,  477 

- 

III. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect  11) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(Major  +  20 

(a)  Rats 

(Minor 

13 

189 

25 

227 

t 

1 

i 

1 

148 

8 

157 

| 

(Major  +  20 

- 

53 

28 

81 

(b)  Mice  (Minor 

- 

- 

IV 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect  III) 
treated  by  the  L  A 

14 

387 

57 

458 

V. 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Sect  4  of  the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

VI. 

Number  of  "Block"  control 
schemes  carried  out 

0 

133 

5 

138 

42. 


■ 

